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Challenges and solutions for monitoring progress: 
production and use of gender statistics

Regional Meeting on Gender and Environment Statistics , 22 April 2019, Bangkok, Thailand

Monitoring gender and the 
environment in 

Asia and the Pacific

• Most disaster prone region in the world

• Forefront of climate change

• Predictions of up to 11% of GDP lost due to 
climate change impacts by 2100

• Women and men affected differently
• 58% of economically active women are in 

agriculture

• 54% of small scale fisheries workforce are women

• Gender roles in managing natural resources and 
dealing with disasters and impacts of climate

Gender-blind reporting

Involvement and influence 

policies and decision-making

Source: International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 2016. 

Environment and Gender Information: The Environment and Gender 
Information (EGI) Platform.

Long-term view vs current and near-term risks

Climate 
change 

adaptation

Disaster 
risk 

reduction

managing disaster risk 

related to climate variability 
and climate extremes
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Gender statistics: essential for development

What are gender statistics?
• Sex-disaggregated data

• Measure issues relevant to gender equality 
(e.g. asset ownership and control; land ownership)

• Gender-sensitive concepts and definitions

• Ensure data collection, production, and 
analysis is free from gender bias

Gender mainstreaming?
• Strategy to achieve gender equality

• Consider and integrate gender at all stages 
of law, policy and programme development

Increasing 
demand for 
information 
on gender and 
the 
environment

2013

UN Minimum Set of 
Gender Indicators – 54 
indicators but only one 
indicator directly related 
to the environment

2015

Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs): Leave no one 
behind

2018

CEDAW Recommendation 
No. 37 calls for: 
“disaggregated data… and 
gender- responsive 
indicators …relating to 
disaster risk reduction 
and climate change…”

2018

UN Environment (UNEP) 
and International Union 
for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) –
recommends 18 gender 
and environment 
indicators

Source: ESCAP. 2018. Disaster-related Statistics Framework (DRSF).

Enabling environment

Data production 
Data accessibility 

and use
~60 million 

USD 
over 4 years

2016-2020

Project Goal: 
Gender statistics are available, accessible and 

analysed to inform policy making, advocacy 

and accountability for delivering gender 

equality and women’s empowerment

Gender integral to national statistical system

Data that meets users’ needs Quality, comparable and regular 

gender statistics 

Better data → better evidence → better decisions

Target resources where needed
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National systems for environment statistics

Enabling 
environment

Stakeholder 
engagement 

and 
coordination

Agree on 
priorities 

and 
processes

Collect, 
collate and 

evaluate 
data

Analyse, 
disseminate 

and 
communicate 
information

Data 
accessibility 

and use

Gender mainstreaming at all stages

Challenges and solutions for gender statistics
Challenges Solutions

Enabling 

environment

- Lack of understanding of linkages 

between gender and the environment
- Low priority from decision makers
- Competing demands and limited 
resources

- Global commitments

- Raising awareness
- Advocate and secure high-level support
- Integrate gender and the environments in 
national strategies (NSDS, NDS, etc)

Data production - Multiple data producers (lack of 

coordination and structured exchanges)
- Mainstreaming gender in existing data 
and new collections where needed
- Analysis and combination of different 
data sources needed

- Regional and national frameworks

- Standards/Methodological guidelines
- Training

Data accessibility 

and use

- Limited data awareness and literacy - User-Producer relationships

- Communicating statistical information
- Enhancing data exchanges among 
producers

Regional guidelines for gender and 
environment statistics
Objectives of the guidelines:

Support governments and key stakeholders to produce sex, age, and diversity 
disaggregated data to inform climate change and disaster risks and actions

Suggested structure:

1. Overview of the demand for gender and environment statistics

2. Gender-related issues for climate change and DRR in Asia and the Pacific

3. Proposed indicators and how to calculate them (metadata)

4. Recommendations for implementation

Thank you!

Any questions 
or comments?

Jessica Gardner
Jessica@stats2info.com
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