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Background and Objectives

Different databases on disaster-related information

Different criterions and definitions (ex hazard, damage)

A disaster event affecting multiple countries and areas with different local names

A disaster event causing multiple disasters

Need for a coordination mechanism to identify disasters

The GLIDE (GLobal unique disaster IDEntifier) was developed as a tool to allow 
anyone to easily share disaster information provided by various organizations 
around the world over 20 years ago



GLIDE Overview

Global initiative to identify disasters in the 
world 

Operated and supported by global 
partners

Expressed in a simple combination of 
hazard-year-serial no. -country 

https://glidenumber.net/glide/public/search/search.jspT C - 2 0 2 2 - 0 0 0 1 9 7 - P H L

CW - Cold 
Wave
CE - Complex 
Emergency
DR - Drought

EQ -
Earthquake
EP - Epidemic
EC - Extra-
tropical 

Cyclone
FR - Fire
FF - Flash 
Flood
FL - Flood

HT - Heat 
Wave
IN - Insect 
Infestation
LS - Land Slide

MS - Mud Slide
OT - Other
ST - Severe 
Local Storm

AV - Snow 
Avalanche
SS - Storm 
Surge
AC - Tech. 

Disaster
TO - Tornadoes
TC - Tropical 
Cyclone
TS - Tsunami

VW - Violent 
Wind
VO - Volcano
WF - Wild fire



ADRC

Disaster Information

Ex. Tropical Storm Megi (Agaton)
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https://www.adrc.asia/view_disaster_en.php?NationCode=608&Lang=en&Key=25261



Satellite data and map services 

Sentinel Asia (left) and UNOSAT (right)



https://adinet.ahacentre.org/glide?page=1



https://drrgateway.net/disaster-risk-reduction/drr-news?page=2



Partner Organizations

International and regional organizations, national organizations, academia etc.



System

• Operation

Issued by operators of partner organizations via GLIDE website

Shared to some 2000 subscribers

• Management

Steering Committee (Chair: Prof. Ono, Tohoku University )

Subcommittees (SOP, API, Product Development)

Secretariat: ADRC
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GLIDE and Disaster-related Statistics

“Presently, countries have 
different practices for compiling 
data and preparing statistical
tables related to disasters, which 
makes it difficult to make 
comparisons or conduct time 
series analyses covering multiple 
disasters” (DRSF2018)
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For Disaster Related Statistics

GLIDE enables: 

Facilitation of data integration with 
various information sources

Application to all disaster phases and 
fields

Contribution to reporting of 
international initiatives, such as SFM, 
SDGs

For speedy connection with 
development of API GLIDE links information


